Prohibition of Campaigning and Similar Activities at the 

Cecil County Central Landfill and County Transfer Stations

1.  The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you that, effective immediately, political campaigning is not permitted on the grounds of the Cecil County Central Landfill, to include the entrance roadway, or the County transfer stations.  This prohibition applies to those seeking elected office as well as those supporting or opposing ballot initiatives or similar measures.   

2.  This prohibition is necessary in order to prevent interference with landfill and transfer station operations and to ensure the safety of landfill and transfer station customers and staff members. 

3.  While those running for elected office or supporting or opposing various initiatives are certainly welcome to use these facilities as customers, neither the candidates themselves nor anyone else acting on their behalf are allowed to erect campaign signs, distribute flyers or other materials, solicit votes, or engage in similar campaign-type activities within the limits of the facility.  At the landfill, this prohibition starts at the intersection of the landfill entrance road and Maryland Route 7.   

4.  By the same token, merchants, vendors, or others cannot distribute advertisements or engage in similar marketing activities on landfill or transfer station property. 

5.  A copy of this memorandum is to be posted in prominent locations at the landfill scale house and transfer stations. Solid Waste Management Division personnel should refer to it when enforcing its provisions. 

6.  In the event that someone engages in such activities at the landfill or transfer stations, the supervisor or transfer station operator on duty should inform them in a courteous and professional manner that such activities are prohibited by order of the Director of Public Works for safety and efficiency of operations reasons.  They should also be provided a copy of this memorandum and all questions or inquiries on this matter should be directed to me or the Deputy Director of Public Works.

7.  If, after being verbally informed and provided a copy of this memorandum, someone refuses to cease and desist such activities, then the supervisor or transfer station operator should gather as much information as possible (the individual’s name; vehicle license plate number; the name of the candidate or issue they are campaigning for, etc.) and forward it up the supervisory chain as rapidly as possible for further action as appropriate. 

8.  Of course, if an individual engaging in such activities (or any other customer, for that matter) becomes belligerent, makes threats, endangers themselves or others by their actions or, in the assessment of the supervisor or transfer station operator, causes a significant disruption to facility operations, then it may be necessary to request law enforcement assistance. This should be a last resort, however. 

9.  Under no circumstances should a Department of Public Works employee attempt to physically remove or otherwise restrain someone who refuses to comply with this policy. Again, if in the judgment of that supervisor or transfer station operator the person needs to be physically removed, then law enforcement assistance should be requested. 

10.  This policy does not restrict in any way Solid Waste Management Division’s ability to distribute official county flyers or other materials to landfill and/or transfer station customers.  Examples of these materials include changes in the fee schedule, revisions to policies and procedures, or announcements of upcoming events such as Household Hazardous Waste Day, Citizen Scrap Tire Drop-Off Day, Earth Day activities, etc.  

PAGE  
2

